


ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Bryan J. Lackey is a longtime music educator in southern California
and one of the cofounders of  Robot Quill  Revolution Publishing.
He started playing in elementary school, was a junior high student
under  the  legendary  Ed  Wolfe,  and  eventually  received  his
bachelor's degree from California State University, Fullerton and his
master's degree from American Band College at Central Washington
University.  As a band and orchestra director he has taught all levels,
from elementary to advanced high school groups, as a performer he
been a part of concert bands, multiple jazz ensembles, rock, ska,
and hiphop groups, and a composer he has written for rock bands,
independent films, and especially for young band and orchestra.  He
lives  in  Los Angeles,  CA with a wonderful  fiance and a  cat  that
seems to tolerate him from time to time.

PROGRAM NOTES
A La Lute ("Of The Lute", or "Like The Lute") came about during 2025, when I was asked to
teach guitar for the first time.  I knew virtually nothing about guitar at the time, and I was also
offering beginning band instruments in the same classes.  After our first concert I realized that
even with a LOT more guitar players than winds and percussion it was still almost impossible
to actually hear the guitar players during performance, and so something needed to change.
The first result of that was In Motion, also available from Robot Quill Revolution Publishing,
and the next result was A La Lute.  I was listening to a lot of Renaissance and Baroque lute
music at the time, and I wanted to see if I could capture some of that energy for the ensemble I
had.  Afterwards I realized it would also sound good for full orchestra.  The result is a spooky
tune that  evokes exploring old places,  haunted places,  and seeing what  might  be lurking
inside.

NOTES FOR THE DIRECTOR
A La Lute is based entirely on the concert A melodic minor scale.  I strongly recommend you
get your group confident on that scale first, then introduce the music.  Also have them play
various rhythms in 3/4 time; young musicians will so often unconsciously want to put such
rhythms in 4/4, and it will take practice to get them comfortable outside of that.  Observe the
dynamics carefully.  Percussion wise, the tambourine is the most important part by far.  For the
wind players, while most of them do use the entire concert A melodic minor scale, optional
notes are given in the french horn and clarinet parts to keep them in reasonable octaves.  All
musicians should be able to play this in the first two years of instruction.

Please feel free to lengthen the last fermata for either dramatic or comedic effect.

This piece is completely compatible with the concert band and guitar ensemble version, also
available from Robot Quill Revolution Publishing.

Thank you for purchasing and playing my piece!
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Permission to photocopy, permission for digital usage, and limited permission to arrange 
(restrictions apply)

FULL ORCHESTRA WORK:   A La Lute by Bryan J. Lackey

This  document  grants  the  organization/entity  that  purchased this  work  the  right  to  create
photocopy reproductions of the parts for use in rehearsal and performance of this work, along
with  limited  permission  to  arrange  for  reasons  of  accessibility  for  the  performers.   All
photocopy, digital usage, and permission to arrange rights are subject to the restrictions listed
below.

The following regulations and restrictions must be followed; failure to comply will result in
prosecution by Bryan J. Lackey ("Composer") under United States and international copyright
law.  For legal permission, signatures by the director and a school/organization administrator
are required below.

Please  read and initial  all  of  the  following statements.   Initialing  each line  constitutes  an
understanding  and  agreement  to  the  terms  listed.   Without  initials  and  signatures,  this
document is null and void, along with all rights granted therein.

________  All rights granted herein are only valid with a purchase or gift of the complete work.
Purchase or gift of only the score or selected parts grants no rights, to performance, copying, or
anything else other than ownership of one copy of the score or selected parts.

________ Composer retains all rights to this musical composition.  Purchase of the work grants
the  purchaser  the  rights  listed  in  this  document,  but  does  not  constitute  a  surrender  of
ownership  by  Composer.   Composer  may  void  this  agreement  at  any  time  should  the
purchasing party violate the regulations.  Any arranging rights for other ensembles (marching
band, etc...), except as detailed below, require a separate licensing agreement.  Please contact
us for details.

________  This work is licensed solely for use by the purchasing organization/entity.  This
work, in part or in whole,  may not be shared with a third party, such as other schools or
organizations.

________  Purchase of this work grants the purchasing organization/entity the following rights:
• The right to copy parts and to create digital copies of said parts, including the score
• The right to distribute  both physical and digital copies to performers  (see restrictions

below)
• The  right  to  rehearse  and  perform  the  work  with  members  of  the  purchasing

organization/entity
• The right to create not-for-profit audio and video recordings and to display them on

websites/social media/etc.
• The limited right to arrange the music as follows:

◦ Simplifying provided parts to accommodate performers with special needs and/or
limited abilities

◦ One to one,  adjusted for  octaves appropriate for  the instrument,  transposition of
existing  parts  to  accommodate instruments  that  are  missing  from the purchasing
entity's ensemble



◦ Substantial  changes  to  the  music,  including  but  not  limited  to  changing
harmonizations, melodies, key, or type of performing ensemble are prohibited.  If
you wish to make these kind of changes, please contact us for a separate licensing
agreement.

________  The following restrictions apply and must be followed.  Any violation renders this
document null and void, along with all rights granted therein.

• Performers may supplied with access to their part ONLY.  No performer should have
access to all parts.

• Digital copies may not be made available via websites or links that may be accessed by
the general public. 

________  The purchasing organization/entity acknowledges that composers of musical works
depoend on the income of said works for their livelihood and careers.  By purchasing this
music, you are acting as a patron for the composer and are very much appreciated.

___________________________________
Director

___________________________________
Administrator
























