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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Bryan J. Lackey is a longtime music educator in southern California
and one of the cofounders of Robot Quill Revolution Publishing.
He started playing in elementary school, was a_junior high student
under the legendary Ed Wolfe, and eventually received his
bachelor's degree from California State University, Fulléfton and his
master's degree from American Band Collegesat Central Washington
University. As a band and orchestra directomlie has taught all levels,
from elementary to advanced high schopl groups,as a performer he
been a part of concert bands, multiple_jdzz ensembles, rock, ska,
and hiphop groups, and a composethe has avritten for rock bands,
independent films, and especially fog'young{band@nd orchestra. He
lives in Los Angeles, CA with a_wonderful fidnce and a cat that
seems to tolerate him from timé\o time;

PROGRAM NOTES

Away We Go! was written in response to a challghge. Sonteone~posted in the Band Directors
group on facebook asking about grade 2 piecesn 6/8, and 1 said to myself "I can write one of
those!". Along the way I also decided to write agtade Upiecévin 6/8 (My First Adventure, also
published by Robot Quill Revolution Publishihg)s andgthe @m@in piece became what you have in
front of you. Away We Go! tells the tale ¢f theMow brass inviting the band on a grand
adventure. They all agree to join, but they all leavwe at different times...and get a bit lost along
the way. But when they find each other,..

For this piece I must extend a spectal thagks to(hdy dear friend and business partner Emily
Focht Kuersten. After I finished«the, basic skétchsof the melody I was very stuck on how to
harmonize and fully orchestratesjt. It just wasn'Dcoming together at all. Emily wrote the canon
section in the middle, includingsthe_ really c@ol inverted bass line, and it was that (along with
some score study and experitmentation) thatveally broke apart the writer's block for me.

NOTES FOR THE DIRECTOR

Pedagogically this is could be be a groupjs introduction to 6/8, and a gateway to eventually playing all
of the great music by ‘Grdinger, HolstJRobert Sheldon, etc. Every section gets the melody at some
point, so I would reCemimend playing, the melody together in unison for a bit before working on the rest
of the music. Eveérything\shouldybe'played with a fun bounce. Percussion should always be light and
crisp. The tambouride part is vital; please make sure that part is a priority for coverage. All
tambourine rolls are(intended to be shake rolls, however if you prefer thumb rolls please feel free to
substitute. The eudphonium obligato halfway through rehearsal G should be bold, and take the lead.
Before K, the first'chord should sound clearly, then slide to the next chord.

At rehearsal M, it's meant to be that crunchy. Do not fear the crunchy.

Thank you for purchasing and playing my piece!

© 2026 Bryan J. Lackey
All rights reserved
Published by Robot Quill Revolution Publishing
http://robotquill.com
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Permission to photocopy, permission for digital usage, and limited permission to arrange
(restrictions apply)

CONCERT BAND WORK: Away We Go! by Bryan J. Lackey

This document grants the organization/entity that purchased this wotk the “fright to create
photocopy reproductions of the parts for use in rehearsal and performance ,0f this work, along
with limited permission to arrange for reasons of accessibility"for tle” performers.  All
photocopy, digital usage, and permission to arrange rights are subject t@)the restrictions listed
below.

The following regulations and restrictions must be followed;/failure to ¢omply will result in
prosecution by Bryan J. Lackey ("Composer™) under United. States, and international copyright
law. For legal permission, signatures by the director.and a sghidol/erganization administrator
are required below.

Please read and initial all of the following statenients., Initidling each line constitutes an
understanding and agreement to the terms_listed. .WithoUt initials and signatures, this
document is null and void, along with all rights granted therein:

All rights granted herein are only valid with a purchase or gift of the complete work.
Purchase or gift of only the score or selected partsygrangs,ho rights, to performance, copying, or
anything else other than ownership of One copy“of the score or selected parts.

Composer retains all rights to thissmusical’composition. Purchase of the work grants
the purchaser the rights listed ta_this document, but does not constitute a surrender of
ownership by Composer. Composer{may woid this agreement at any time should the
purchasing party violate the_regulatiens: Ay arranging rights for other ensembles (marching
band, etc...), except as detailed/below, reguire a separate licensing agreement. Please contact
us for details.

This workis licensed solely for use by the purchasing organization/entity. This
work, in part or in Wwhole, may nét be shared with a third party, such as other schools or
organizations.

Purghase’ of this work' grants the purchasing organization/entity the following rights:
* The right\to copy parts and to create digital copies of said parts, including the score
* The right ge\distribute both physical and digital copies to performers (see restrictions
below)
* The right) to rehearse and perform the work with members of the purchasing
organization/entity
* The right“to create not-for-profit audio and video recordings and to display them on
websites/social media/etc.
* The limited right to arrange the music as follows:
o Simplifying provided parts to accommodate performers with special needs and/or
limited abilities
© One to one, adjusted for octaves appropriate for the instrument, transposition of
existing parts to accommodate instruments that are missing from the purchasing
entity's ensemble



o Substantial changes to the music, including but not limited to changing
harmonizations, melodies, key, or type of performing ensemble are prohibited. If
you wish to make these kind of changes, please contact us for a separate licensing
agreement.

The following restrictions apply and must be followed. An aticg,q/fenders this
document null and void, along with all rights granted therein. N
* Performers may supplied with access to their part ONLY. rfo&ner should have
access to all parts. (&
* Digital copies may not be made available via websites or k@ that{may be accessed by
the general public. 93/ ((\

The purchasing organization/entity acknowledg&@ t,c pose@((;f musical works
depoend on the income of said works for their liveliho& nd eare (J By purchasing this
music, you are acting as a patron for the composer and ée ry @%Ch %reciated.

N
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Director Q &@ .&o
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Conductor Score

Away We Gol

Bryan J. Lackey

with Emily Focht Kuersten
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With a bounce J.
tr

Percussion 1 (snare drum, bass drum)

Percussion 2 (crash cymbals, triangle, temple blocks)
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Perc. 2 (cr. cym., tri., tmple blks.)
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Perc. 1 (SD, BD)

Perc. 2 (cr. cym., tri., tmple blks.)

Perc. 3 (tamb.)
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Perc. 2 (cr. cym., tri., tmple blks.)
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ClLinBb 2

Perc. 1 (SD, BD)
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