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About the composer

Bryan J. Lackey is a longtime music educator in southern California and one of the cofounders of
Robot Quill Revolution Publishing. He started playing in elementary school, was a junior high student
under the legendary Ed Wolfe, and eventually received his bachelor's degree from California State
University, Fullerton and his master's degree from American Band College at Central Washington
University. As a band and orchestra director he has taught all levels, from elementary to advanced high
school groups, as a performer he been a part of concert bands, multiple jazz ensembles, rock, ska, and
hiphop groups, and a composer he has written for rock bands, independent films, and especially for
young band and orchestra. He lives in Los Angeles, CA with a wonderful fiance and a cat that seems to
tolerate him from time to time.

Away We Go!
About this piece

Away We Go! was written in response to a challenge. Someone posted in the Band Directors group on
facebook asking about grade 2 pieces in 6/8, and I said to myself "L.can-write one-of those!". Along the
way I also decided to write a grade 1 piece in 6/8 (My First Adventure, also published by Robot Quill
Revolution Publishing), and the main piece became what you have in front of you. Away We Go! tells
the tale of the low brass inviting the band on a grand adyenture. They all agree to join, but they all
leave at different times...and get a bit lost along the way.«But when they find each other...

For this piece I must extend a special thanks toany,dear friend and business partner Emily Focht
Kuersten. After I finished the basic sketch ofthe melody T was very stuck on how to harmonize and
fully orchestrate it. It just wasn't coming together at all. Emily wrote the canon section in the middle,
including the really cool inverted bass line, “andeit was that (along with some score study and
experimentation) that really broke apart the writer's block for me.

Notes to the conductor

Pedagogically this is could be be'a group's.introduction to 6/8, and a gateway to eventually playing all
of the great music by Grainger, Holst; Robert Sheldon, etc. Every section gets the melody at some
point, so I would recommend playing the melody together in unison for a bit before working on the rest
of the music. Everything should/be played with a fun bounce. Percussion should always be light and
crisp. The tambourine part s\ vital; please make sure that part is a priority for coverage. All
tambourine rolls are.intendéd.to be shake rolls, however if you prefer thumb rolls please feel free to
substitute. The euphonium obligato halfway through rehearsal G should be bold, and take the lead.
Before K, the first chord should sound clearly, then slide to the next chord.

At rehearsal M, it's meant to be that crunchy. Do not fear the crunchy.

Thank you for purchasing and playing my piece!
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reproductions of the parts for use in rehearsal and performance of this work, along with limited
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