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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Emily  Focht  Kuersten  is  a  music  educator  in  Northern
California  and  co-founder  of  Robot  Quill  Revolution
Publishing.   She  earned  her  Bachelor’s  degree  in  Music
Instruction with a minor in German from Southern Oregon
University  and  her  Master  of  Music  in  Education  degree
from  the  American  Band  College  of  Central  Washington
University.  She has received multiple awards in the areas of
music  and  physics  including  being  recognized  as  Cast
Member  of  the  Month  for  her  teaching  of  the  Y.E.S.
Properties of Motion Program at Disneyland Park. 

Emily’s ensemble directing experience includes band, jazz
band, choir, and percussion ensemble. She co-founded the
Marysville  Joint  Unified  Mariachi  program  and  is  a  co-
conducter of the Yuba Sutter Community Concert Band in
Olivehurst,  California.   In  June  of  2019,  Emily  had  the

privilege of performing on Omaha Beach in Normandy, France for the 75th anniversary of
D-Day. 

In her free time Emily enjoys travel,  creating visual art,  crafting,  escape rooms, video
games, and reading.  She is also a passionate advocate for mental health awareness and
support  within  the  music  education  community.   Emily  currently  lives  in  Rocklin,
California with her husband Troy, her daughter Jamie, and her dog Rosie.

PROGRAM NOTES

Once upon a time there was a little girl  who had
trouble falling asleep at night.  One day she received
a stuffed, very fat baby penguin as a gift.  Little did
she know that this baby penguin was a little despot
who idolized Napoleon.  He wished to raise an army
to  defend  the  bed  and  the  little  girl  from  scary
thoughts of all kinds.  One by one the other stuffed
penguins in her bed were recruited and given ranks,
titles, jobs, and even pensions.  The next year on
her  birthday,  the  penguins  dressed  in  their  finery
and trumpeting the songs of their people, marched
in  her  honor  and  declared  the  little  girl  their
president.   This is the music they played in their
penguin parade in honor of  their  favorite person
and for the glory of Penglandia (aka the bed they
all lived in).

This piece was written in honor of the stuffed animals that helped the composer calm her
bedtime anxiety and to tell some of the stories that played in her head as she drifted off to
sleep.  
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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This work was written as an entry point for developing bands to experience a full
Sousa style march in a range accessible way.  I highly encourage you to use this
piece to introduce form and analysis or as part of a Sousa unit to show how these
marches are structured and composed.  Because the penguin military described in
the program notes is led by a loveable dictator who idolizes Napoleon Bonaparte,
the trio is loosely inspired by Napoleon’s Coronation March (Marche du Sacre de
Napoléon)  by  Jean-François  LeSueur.   This  is  another  opportunity  to  make
connections to other styles of music and historically important works.

Written articulations and dynamics are intended to be a starting point for you and
your students to experiment with your own interpretations and I would love for
you to get creative in this area.  This piece is highly programmatic and is meant to
evoke exactly what the title says:  a penguin military organization marching across
the Antarctic.  Lean into the moments that tell the story, like the xylophone at
rehearsal D which is supposed to evoke the fast  moving feet of the penguins
pushing them along as the slide on their stomachs and the trombone glissandos
followed by bass drum hits that occur throughout the piece, meant to evoke a
penguin slipping on the ice and falling down.

Lastly,  the  snare  part  is  advanced  for  this  level.   This  is  intentional  so  your
percussionists  have the opportunity to explore more independent  rhythms and
technique.  While the license for this piece does allow for you to simplify the part
if absolutely needed, I encourage you to use this as an opportunity to further
develop your percussionists and give them some extra attention in rehearsal.

This piece is very close to my heart, as imagining my own stuffed penguin military
helped me tremendously growing up to process my anxiety as I fell  asleep at
night.   Thank you for  purchasing and I  would  love  to  hear  your  ensemble’s
interpretation!
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CONCERT BAND WORK: March for the Penguin Military by Emily Focht

Kuersten 

This document grants the organization/entity that purchased this work the right to
create photocopy reproductions of the parts for use in rehearsal and performance
of this work, along with limited permission to arrange for reasons of accessibility
for the performers. All photocopy, digital usage, and permission to arrange rights
are subject to the restrictions listed below. 

The following regulations and restrictions must be followed; failure to comply will
result in prosecution by Emily Focht Kuersten ("Composer") under United States
and international copyright law. For legal permission, signatures by the director
and a school/organization administrator are required below. Please read and initial
all of the following statements. Initialing each line constitutes an understanding
and agreement to the terms listed. Without initials and signatures, this document is
null and void, along with all rights granted therein. 

Please  read  and  initial  all  of  the  following  statements.  Initialing  each  line
constitutes an understanding and agreement to the terms listed. Without initials
and  signatures,  this  document  is  null  and  void,  along  with  all  rights  granted
therein. 

________ All rights granted herein are only valid with a purchase or gift of the
complete work. Purchase or gift of only the score or selected parts grants no rights
to performance, copying, or anything else other than ownership of one copy of
the score or selected parts. 

________ Composer retains all rights to this musical composition. Purchase of the
work  grants  the  purchaser  the  rights  listed  in  this  document,  but  does  not
constitute  a  surrender  of  ownership  by  Composer.  Composer  may  void  this
agreement at any time should the purchasing party violate the regulations. Any
arranging rights for other ensembles (marching band, etc...),  except as detailed
below, require a separate licensing agreement. Please contact us for details. 

________  This  work  is  licensed  solely  for  use  by  the  purchasing
organization/entity. This work, in part or in whole, may not be shared with a third
party, such as other schools or organizations. 

________  Purchase  of  this  work  grants  the  purchasing  organization/entity  the
following rights:

● The right to copy parts and to create digital copies of said parts, including
the score 

● The right to distribute both physical and digital copies to performers (see
restrictions below)



● The  right  to  rehearse  and  perform  the  work  with  members  of  the
purchasing organization/entity

● The right to create not-for-profit audio and video recordings and to display
them on websites/social media/etc.

● The limited right to arrange the music as follows:
○ Simplifying provided parts to accommodate performers with special

needs and/or limited abilities
○ One to  one,  adjusted  for  octaves  appropriate  for  the  instrument,

transposition of existing parts to accommodate instruments that are
missing from the purchasing entity's ensemble 

○ Substantial  changes  to  the  music,  including  but  not  limited  to
changing  harmonizations,  melodies,  key,  or  type  of  performing
ensemble are prohibited. If you wish to make these kind of changes,
please contact us for a separate licensing agreement. 

________ The following restrictions apply and must be followed. Any violation
renders this document null and void, along with all rights granted therein. 

● Performers may be supplied with access to their part ONLY. No performer
should have access to all parts.

● Digital copies may not be made available via websites or links that may be
accessed by the general public. 

________  The  purchasing  organization/entity  acknowledges  that  composers  of
musical  works  depend  on  the  income  of  said  works  for  their  livelihood  and
careers. By purchasing this music, you are acting as a patron for the composer and
are very much appreciated. 

___________________________________ 
Director 
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